


From Our Pastor, Father George
June 30, 2024 is the 13th Sunday in Ordinary time

From Deacon Bob: 
Last Sunday in the Gospel of Mark, we found Jesus in a boat in the middle of a 
squall. The sea was violent. Amid this storm that could have easily sunk the 
boat, Jesus was at peace. He calmed the storm and put the disciples at peace as 
well. In today’s Gospel, just a few verses past the story we heard last week in 
Mark, Jesus is now on dry land, but different storms rage. These storms center 
on an extremely sick woman and a young dying girl. Again, Jesus is asked to 
calm the seas and bring peace.

Between last weeks Gospel and this weeks Gospel we are reminded that none 
of us are immune from tempestuous seas of life. We are not going to escape 
the difficulties life brings. Whether we are financially rich or poor, whether 
we are old or young, we all will face the difficulties of life. Jesus does not 
promise that we will not face difficulties. His promise is His peace, and if you 
accept that peace, we will have joy in this world and the next regardless of the 
difficulties we face while waiting for Thy Kingdom Come.

There was a moderate hit song back in the 1980s from John (Cougar)  
Mellencamp called Hand to Hold on To. The refrain says, everyone needs a 
hand to hold on to. That song really speaks to the Gospel we hear this  
weekend. In both the affliction of hemorrhages of the woman and the  
troubles faced by Jairus and his wife about the impending death of their 
daughter, they turn to Jesus for help and comfort. Jesus does not let them 
down. Jesus gives them a hand to hold onto. 

St. Paul’s writing in the second reading pulls the analogy of the Gospel into 
focus. St. Paul notes ...Though He was rich, for your sake He became poor, so 
that by His poverty you might become rich. Paul is telling us that it is in the 
faith of Christ Jesus Himself we can still have peace in the face of all our odds. 
We all need a hand to hold onto: and that hand is Jesus’.

Often, we want the physical storm or sickness to stop. We get lost in the flood 
so to speak. St. Paul reminds us that it is not what is here on earth that  
provides peace, but the lack of spiritual comfort. It is the lack of or losing 
sight of knowing God loves us, that God is always with us, that God is  
mourning with us, and that God wants two things: our earthly peace and to 
be with Him forever. What Jesus offers is comfort, compassion, and Love in 
the face of the storms we face. He offers us His physical touch. The afflicted 
woman, as she is hemorrhaging, in faith reaches out and touches Jesus.  
Immediately she is cured. Jesus takes the hand of the little girl that has passed 
away and she returns to life. In these physical encounters with Christ, those in 
torment are cured. Jesus also offers us His hand to hold on to and give us  
peace. A peace that transcends our plights of sickness and gives us new life. 

Jesus gives us His hand to hold on to when we pray to Him. He is always 
listening to us, and He is always talking to us. But He does one better. Like  
the afflicted woman and the young girl. He offers to touch us physically in  
the Eucharist. When we accept the offering of His Body and Blood at Mass,  
He allows us to physically touch Him as well. His Body is true food, and His 
Blood is true drink. He offers this to us, to show to us now we are never  
alone, and Loved beyond all telling. He wants us to have His peace. He  
wants us to know: Everything will be ok in the end, if it is not okay, it is not 
the end. Just take His hand to hold onto untill the very end. 

From Father George:

We are moving some Sunday Masses to 
the parish hall - In this hot weather and with 
our AC working without the heat exchanger  
(new one coming hopefully in August) we get  
uncomfortable air temperature in the church.  
But our hall is bigger in size, cooler and it has 
fans so we will be moving our 4pm, 5:30pm Vigil 
Masses and our 9am, 10:30am and 5:30pm  
Sunday Masses into the parish hall starting the 

next weekend (June 29/30). 7:30am and 12pm will be held in the church. 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays in July there will be a Service  
of Holy Communion instead of our usual Mass at 8:30am -  
The 8:30am Mass will continue to be celebrated on Mondays,  
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. The Mass Intentions from 8.30am 
Mass on Tuesdays and Thursdays in July will be transferred to later days. 
Apologies for the inconvenience!   

Frequently asked questions about Amendment 4. 
What is Amendment 4? Amendment 4 is a proposed amendment to the 
Florida Constitution that would essentially establish an unlimited right to 
abortion throughout pregnancy even when the heartbeat of the preborn 
child is detected, when the preborn child can experience pain, and when  
the child is capable of living outside the womb. Amendment 4 will appear 
on the November 5, 2024, ballot and require approval from 60% of the 
electorate to pass.

Would abortion be illegal in Florida if Amendment 4 does not pass?  
If Amendment 4 does not pass, abortion would still be legal in Florida  
until a baby’s heartbeat can be detected. Current laws that protect the  
safety of women would remain in effect.

Next Sunday, July 7, 2024, is the 14th Sunday in Ordinary time.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

We pray that migrants fleeing 
from war or hunger, forced to 
undertake journeys full of danger 
and violence, find welcome and 
new opportunities in the countries 
that receive them.

Prayer Intention for June 2024  
For migrants fleeing their homes

Pope Francis
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Interested in the Catholic Faith and want to know more?  
Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed?  

Are you from another denomination and want to explore and 
embrace the Catholic Faith? To schedule an appointment with 

Fr. George and start your journey, contact  
Patty Sileo sileo@stmartha.org 

Sidewalk Counselors and Prayer Warriors Needed - As the 
weather turns hotter there is an urgent need for sidewalk counselors 
and prayer partners to provide coverage to stand as peaceful witnesses 
for life at the Planned Parenthood abortion facilities at 6418 Commerce 
Park Drive, Fort Myers, and 1425 Creech Road, Naples. No training is 
necessary to be a prayer partner - just bring a hat and a rosary. For 
those interested in counseling, training and necessary resource materials 
will be provided. In addition, during this process an experienced counselor 
will be present. Prayer partners and counselors are a vital component 
in the Pro-Life movement, as they ensure a constant presence in front 
of abortion facilities, showing that women and their unborn children in 
crisis are not abandoned in their time of need. To learn more details, 
please call Mary Claire Dant at 239.200.8117.
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . .Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 
Altar Society .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Archivist .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Arimathean Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Catholic Charities  . . . . . . .Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor  . . . . . . . . .Virginia Bray  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Council of Catholic Women .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Development Committee.  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration  . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
Finance Council . . . . . . . .John Corey  . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry . . . . . . . .Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  . . Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus .  .  .  .  .  .David Kiszak  . . . . . 941.928.8388 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sue Thompson .  .  .  .  . suehome2@verizon.net 
Parish Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry.  .  .  .  .  .Kate Shaver .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . .Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  . . . .Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 
Ushers.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Dc. Bill Ladroga  . . . . dcbill@stmartha.org 
Volunteer Coordinator .  .  .  .  .Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea .  .  .  .Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel . . .Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . .Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School . . .Principal Mrs. MariJo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  .Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Monday, July 1 •  Saint Junipero

Tuesday, July 2 
•  10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room 

Wednesday, July 3 •  Saint Thomas

Thursday, July 4 •  4th of July - Parish Office Closed

Friday, July 5 •  Saint Zaccaria

Saturday, July 6 •  Saint Goretti
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Sun, June 30 ...........Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24; 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15; Mk 5:21-43 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... Ryan Halstead by Mother 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/ Spanish) Special Intentions 
9:00am  ......... [JR]  ...... (Hall) Richard Longpre by David and Paula Shigley 
10:30am  ....... [FS]  ...... (Hall) For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... Delores and John Staranowicz by Debbie and Jeff Stern 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... (Hall) Ida Tasseff by Kathleen Scotti

Mon, July 1 .............Am 2:6-10, 13-16; Mt 8:18-22 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... Arthur Louis Levin by Brothers of Holy Cross 
8:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Jeffrey Deane by Judy Kozlowski 
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... Rev. Gene Wells by John and Joyce Schaefer

Tue, July 2 ..............Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Mt 8:23-27 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... Jeanette Costello by Nancy and Geoffrey Landis 
8:30am  ......... []  .......... Communion Service 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... Joseph Bush Miller by Alberto Orta

Wed, July 3 ............Eph 2:19-22; Jn 20:24-29 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Sheryl Colkett by Barbara Meier 
8:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... (L) Rev. Krzysztof Frost, S.A.C. by Jack Buckingham 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano

Thu, July 4 ..............Am 7:10-17; Mt 9:1-8 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... (L) Bro. William Dygert, C.S.C. by Friend 
8:30am  ......... []  .......... Communion Service 
10:30am  ....... [FS]  ...... Nicole Ross by Tina Mroczkowski

Fri, July 5 ................Am 8:4-6, 9-12; Mt 9:9-13 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... Maria Elena Morales Boysselle by Susan 
8:30am  ......... [FS]  ...... Betty Wilson by Margaret Geffer 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... L & D Mbrs of the Stephens Family by John & Mary McGruder 
7:30pm  ......... [JV]  ...... (Vietnamese) Special Intentions

Sat, July 6 ...............Am 9:11-15; Mt 9:14-17 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Louie Rafala by Diane and Matt Buchanan 
8:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... (L) Rev. Joseph Vu, C.R.M. by Jack Buckingham 
4:00pm  ......... [FS]  ...... (Hall) (L) Maria Freeman by John and Stephanie Iacopelli 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... (Hall) L & D Mbrs of the Julie Tierney Family by Friend

Sun, July 7 ..............Ez 2:2-5; 2 Cor 12:7-10; Mk 6:1-6a 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Arthur Levin by Kevin Rutkosky 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/ Spanish) Special Intentions 
9:00am  ......... [FS]  ...... (Hall) Letty Maher by Ann Crowley 
10:30am  ....... [JR]  ...... (Hall) For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [FS]  ...... Steve Wesley by Michael Houlihan 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [JB]  ...... (Hall) Gerald Boryszewski, Jr. by the Boryszewski Family

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV),   
Fr. Celestino (CG), Fr. Fausto (FS) 

Weekly Mass Intentions
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security.  
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance  

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace:  
Stewardship and Security
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