


From Our Pastor, Father George
July 7, 2024 is the 14th Sunday in Ordinary time

A prophet is despised only in his own country.

Despite the fact that the Prophet Ezekiel described the Israelites as the rebels 
who were in revolt against God and who turned against God and he called them 
defiant and obstinate, he ended his prophesy with the words: Whether they 
listen or not, this set of rebels shall know there is a prophet among them. This 
may sound like a complaint of the God who feels insulted and fed up with his 
people. But in the light of other readings of today, this means that even though 
God knows our weaknesses, he still speaks to us. Even in our time of rebellion 
God sends his prophets.

We can see the similarity to this in the Gospel reading. People of Nazareth were 
questioning Jesus’ authority and Jesus was amazed at their lack of faith, yet St. 
Mark says that Jesus cured a few sick people by laying his hands on them. 

This looks to me like something which I observed in the football match which I 
watched recently. There is a European Soccer Championship this time in Europe 
and I saw this one player who was squabbling and pushing against another 
player in the penalty area but when the referee saw it and started walking 
towards them, and we can assume that his intention was to discipline them or 
even punish them somehow, the first guy showed a big smile on his face and 
he hugged the defender of the opposite team as if they were great friends. It 
looked so funny that the referee also smiled, turned away without intervention 
and went on with the game. A smile in the middle of squabble between two 
people defused tension. The referee, to me, is like God, who is ready to deal 
properly with troublemakers. Two players pushing each other are like people 
who act against the Commandments, but when they see that they went too far 
and they feel the God’s wrath is on their heads, they change their attitude, they 
make peace and give God a symbolical smile which represents their renewed 
faith in God and obedience to his will. God, like the referee at the match of 
soccer, knows that people do not always play as he would wish, showing fairness 
and keeping rules of game. And they need to get a yellow or even red cart from 
time to time as punishment for their offenses. But he smiles when they show 
that they are humans who despite weaknesses and wrongdoings can change, 
make peace with each other, and show their smiles to God. 

God smiles back to us and is happy when we are good neighbors. God likes 
when we respect each other, offer a hug to other person because this is his will, 
his way, his plan for humanity. This is what he wants to see. He feels insulted 
when we rebel against him and hurt other people. 

We need to temper our pride and renew our faith in God because human life 
without faith in God turns ugly and God knows it. Let us not get defiant, compla-
cent or stubborn against God or our neighbor. Let us pray for the increase of our 
faith in God and our love of neighbor.

5 Sunday Masses are held in the parish hall - In this hot weather and 
with our AC working without the heat exchanger (new one coming hopefully in 
August) we get an uncomfortable air temperature in the church. But our hall is 
bigger in size, cooler and it has fans, so we are holding our 4pm, 5:30pm 
Vigil Masses and our 9am, 10:30am and 5:30pm Sunday Masses in 
the parish hall. 7:30am and 12pm will be held in the church. 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays in July 
there will be a Service of Holy  
Communion instead of our usual  
Mass at 8:30am -  
The 8:30am Mass will continue to be  
celebrated on Mondays, Wednesdays,  
Fridays, and Saturdays. The Mass Intentions 
from 8:30am Mass on Tuesdays and  
Thursdays in July will be transferred to  
later days. Apologies for the inconvenience!   

Frequently asked questions about Amendment 4. 
What is Amendment 4? Amendment 4 is a proposed amendment to the 
Florida Constitution that would essentially establish an unlimited right to 
abortion throughout pregnancy even when the heartbeat of the preborn 
child is detected, when the preborn child can experience pain, and when  
the child is capable of living outside the womb. Amendment 4 will appear 
on the November 5, 2024, ballot and require approval from 60% of the 
electorate to pass.

Would abortion be illegal in Florida if Amendment 4 does not pass?  
If Amendment 4 does not pass, abortion would still be legal in Florida  
until a baby’s heartbeat can be detected. Current laws that protect the  
safety of women would remain in effect

Next Sunday, July 14, 2024, is the 15th Sunday in Ordinary time.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

We pray that migrants fleeing 
from war or hunger, forced to 
undertake journeys full of danger 
and violence, find welcome and 
new opportunities in the countries 
that receive them.

Prayer Intention for June 2024  
For migrants fleeing their homes

Pope Francis
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Interested in the Catholic Faith and want to know more?  
Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed?  

Are you from another denomination and want to explore and 
embrace the Catholic Faith? To schedule an appointment with 

Fr. George and start your journey, contact  
Patty Sileo sileo@stmartha.org 

Sidewalk Counselors and Prayer Warriors Needed - As the 
weather turns hotter there is an urgent need for sidewalk counselors 
and prayer partners to provide coverage to stand as peaceful witnesses 
for life at the Planned Parenthood abortion facilities at 6418 Commerce 
Park Drive, Fort Myers, and 1425 Creech Road, Naples. No training is 
necessary to be a prayer partner - just bring a hat and a rosary. For 
those interested in counseling, training and necessary resource materials 
will be provided. In addition, during this process an experienced counselor 
will be present. Prayer partners and counselors are a vital component 
in the Pro-Life movement, as they ensure a constant presence in front 
of abortion facilities, showing that women and their unborn children in 
crisis are not abandoned in their time of need. To learn more details, 
please call Mary Claire Dant at 239.200.8117.
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . .Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 
Altar Society .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Archivist .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Arimathean Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Catholic Charities  . . . . . . .Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor  . . . . . . . . .Virginia Bray  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Council of Catholic Women .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Development Committee.  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration  . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
Finance Council . . . . . . . .John Corey  . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry . . . . . . . .Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  . . Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus .  .  .  .  .  .David Kiszak  . . . . . 941.928.8388 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sue Thompson .  .  .  .  . suehome2@verizon.net 
Parish Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry.  .  .  .  .  .Kate Shaver .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . .Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  . . . .Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 
Ushers.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Volunteer Coordinator .  .  .  .  .Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea .  .  .  .Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel . . .Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . .Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School . . .Principal Mrs. MariJo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  .Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Tuesday, July 9  
•  10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room 

 •  Saint Augustine Zhao Rong

Thursday, July 11 •  Saint Benedict 
10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Saturday, July 13 •  Saint Henry

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Sun, July 7 ..............Ez 2:2-5; 2 Cor 12:7-10; Mk 6:1-6a 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Arthur Levin by Kevin Rutkosky 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/ Spanish) Special Intentions 
9:00am  ......... [FS]  ...... (Hall) Letty Maher by Ann Crowley 
10:30am  ....... [JR]  ...... (Hall) For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [FS]  ...... Steve Wesley by Michael Houlihan 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [JB]  ...... (Hall) Gerald Boryszewski, Jr. by the Boryszewski Family

Mon, July 8 .............Hos 2:16, 17c-18, 21-22; Mt 9:18-26 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... Priscilla Jane Dever In Loving Memory 

by Children & Grandchildren
8:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... Linda Weaver by John and Joyce Schaefer

Tue, July 9 ..............Hos 8:4-7, 11-13; Mt 9:32-38 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... (L) David and Paula Shigley by David and Paula 
8:30am  ......... [DcP]  .... Communion Service 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... (L) Louise and Joanie by Friend

Wed, July 10 ..........Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Mt 10:1-7 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... (L) Paula and David Shigley by Marge and Paul Lortie 
8:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... Alberto Orta by Alberto Orta 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... Michael Blair Frain by Jackie Fie

Thu, July 11 ............Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9; Mt 10:7-15 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... (L) Wanda Welch by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am  ......... [DcP]  .... Communion Service 
12:00pm  ....... [FS]  ...... Richard Sartori by the Sartori Family

Fri, July 12 ..............Hos 14:2-10; Mt 10:16-23 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... Missing & Exploited Children by Joe and Betty Plouffe 
8:30am  ......... [FS]  ...... Judith Filippo by Barbara Meier 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... Cyd Calamia by G & G Lupina

Sat, July 13 .............Is 6:1-8; Mt 10:24-33 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Robert Rutkowski by the Rutkowski Family 
8:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... (L) Erick Dunn by Rita Dunn 
4:00pm  ......... [FS]  ...... (Hall) (L) Serge Lochard by Friend 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... (Hall) James F. Martin by Debbie, Donna, Lu, and Tim

Sun, July 14 ............Am 7:12-15; Eph 1:3-14; Mk 6:7-13 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Frank Cikovic by Dennis Cikovic 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/ Spanish) Renato Deleone by Hermie Deleon 
9:00am  ......... [JR]  ...... (Hall) Edward Mongillo by Ann Mongillo 
10:30am  ....... [FS]  ...... (Hall) For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [FS]  ...... (L) Fiorella Duarte by Mom and Dad 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... (Hall) Yanti by the Boryszewski Family

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Celestino (CG), 
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Belmonte (JB), Deacon Pat (DcP)

Weekly Mass Intentions

Contact: Stuart Love, Volunteer Coordinator
941.780.7834 volunteer@stmartha.org

HELP WANTED at St Martha Usher Volunteer
• Welcome & assist with seating •  Collect the offertory  •  Distribute bulletins

• Insure a safe environment for all worshippers at weekend liturgies • 1 ½  hour shifts 
• No experience required •  Training provided
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security.  
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance  

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace:  
Stewardship and Security
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Events of Distinction Attention to Detail

MARYKENEALYEVENTS.COM | 941.953.2007

@MKENEALYEVENTSSARASOTA, FLORIDA 342361290 NORTH PALM AVENUE SUITE 107
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